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tury. Other sources, such as speeches and inscriptions, show
that the predominant importance of agriculture was not
seriously doubted before the end of the period of Old Comedy.
It was about the same time that the theoretical discussion and
glorification of farming began ^
Among many features and variations three facts seem to
stand out. First, the ordinary, that is the small, Attic farmer
was a fettt bourgeois^ but on the way to becoming a proletarian
Secondly, there was a growing opposition between town and
country, though as yet there was no distinct line of demarca-
tion between the two sections of the population Finally, the
economic importance of agriculture to the State was gradually
declining All these three facts were closely connected, and
they do not conflict with the further fact that wine and, to an
even greater extent, oil were important articles of export.
The farmer who after the conclusion of peace would, once
again, set to work without grumbling and rebuilt his house
was economically on the down grade, in spite of his moderate
wants and modest life.2 We may now ask again how Dikaio-
polis, Trygaios and similar figures of comedy fit into the
general picture They were 'heroes', and were therefore given
a certain style, a unique mixture of real genius and comic folly
Nevertheless, they were peasants, and, as far as their socio-
logical aspect is concerned, typical peasants It is not their way
of life, but the importance they are given in comedy, that is
'unhistoncal' It is both strange and significant that Aristo-
phanes, in spite of his affection for them, says on the whole less
about the social situation of peasants than of tradesmen and
craftsmen Behind Dikaiopohs and his private peace, behind
Trygaios who brought about general peace, behind Chremes
who introduced wealth to good people, there was a section of
the population which in spite of its large numbers had neither
the economic nor the social nor, least of all, the political power
to influence developments in a decisive way. Some scholars
believe Athens, at the end of the fifth century, to have been
still an agrarian State, because there were no industrial mag-
nates and big business men, or because the merchants and
artisans were largely foreigners. We shall deal later with these
points, but we may here anticipate and say that this view/even
1  Cf Xen oik, esp 6, 8, 16, i
2  Allusions to the farmers doing their building themselves C i I26f, frg